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Ajax is not an acronym
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WTF is AJAX/Ajax?

➲ http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/AJAX

➲ Asynchronous JavaScript and XML

➲ According to Garret Ajax is NOT an 
acronym

➲ Web-Application using browser-native 
technologies and open standards

➲ User Action is not necessarily tied to server 
communication (Asynchronous)
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Pros and Cons

➲ Pro: Everyone has a browser

➲ Pro: At least something is happening

➲ Con: Maintainability (e.g. zoo of widgets)

➲ Con: Scalability and Performance (e.g. BXE 
and Xopus)

➲ Con: No Desktop integration/No Offline 
functionality

➲ Con: The browser widget is a prison
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Alternatives

➲ XULRunner and Mono

➲ „XAML“ and .NET

➲ Applets (e.g. Canoo's UltralightClient) 


